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Ellie Penfield-Cyr
Rachel Alter gives a tour of Mountain Roots latest farming operation, set to begin in four shipping containers on South Main in Gunnison.

Thinking inside the box

Mountain

Roots explores
shipping
container farms

Kate Gienapp
Times Staff Writer

While few people in the
Gunnison Valley can grow fruits
and vegetables year-round,
the nonprofit Mountain Roots
Food Project is trying to do
just that as it explores the use
of shipping container farms
at its South Main location in
Gunnison.

“We weren’t searching for
container farms, but we were
searching for year-round grow-
ing solutions — as are all farm-
ers in our valley,” said Mountain
Roots Executive Director Holly
Conn.

Conn said the initial plan was
to build another greenhouse in
the valley to increase produc-
tion. But then Mountain Roots
learned of shipping containers
outfitted with aquaponics that
were for sale in Crested Butte
South following the closure of
Tassinong Farms.

Kate Gienapp

continued on B8  Kids pick up fresh produce last week on South Main as a part of the Mountain Roots CSA.
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DINING

GUIDE —

Lakeside deck seating
overlooking Blue Mesa
Reservoir, famous

margaritas & hurgers.

PAPPY'S RESTAURANT AT
ELK CREEK MARINA
Lunch & Dinner ¢ Thursday — Monday, 11 am — 8 pm
970.641.0403 « 16 miles west on Hwy. 50
www.thebluemesa.com
Elk Creek Marina, LLC is concessionaire for
Curecanti National Recreation Area

Unique, from scratch recipes with
a southwestern flair. Ground-in-
house Angus Beef Burgers. Scratch
baked breads and desserts, Salads,
Samiches, Seafood, Gunni on the
Go ... Scratch made Goodness.
Everyone remembers their first
time in the sack!

970.641.5445
142 N Main St.
www.thegunnisack.com

Big city taste, small town place.
Featuring an extensive wine list (by
the bottle and quartino), creative
small plates from Southern Europe.

970.349.7574. | 5-9:30 Wed-Sun
209 Elk Avenue,

Downtown Crested Butte.

Call for reservations, or email
reservations@djangos.us

restaurant & wine bar ,

django’s

Garlic Mike’s Italian Cuisine and
Summer River Bar. Where every
evening is an occasion. Featured
on the Cooking Channel and Travel
. o Channel. Upscale cuisine without
GW‘&UMMA the uptown prices.
ITALIAN CUISINE 970.641.2493
Dinner every night at 5 PM
2674 N. Highway 135.
www.garlicmikes.com

Serving the valley for 50 years, we
are a Gunnison tradition. Join us
for our award winning pizza & pas-
tas, homemade soups, and famous
wooden bowl! salads.

970.641.1374.
11 til close 7 days a week
213 W. Tomichi Ave. Gunnison.

Pitas in Paradise Mediterannean

Bar & Kitchen now in Gunnison!

Come in for our signature Original

Gyro & fries, homemade soups

& salads, and vegan friendly

rice bowls. Enjoy all your favor-

ite sports with beers on tap and

Q'\\GS n paraJl:se refreshing affordable cocktails!
S\

1lam - 9pm

Dine in, Take out, Patio

& Sports Bar

970-707-4030

730 N. Main St., Gunnison

PitasInParadise.com

PAPPY'S RESTAURANT AT ELK
CREEK MARINA
Lakeside deck seating overlooking
Blue Mesa Reservoir, famous mar-
garitas & burgers.

Lunch & Dinner

Thursday — Monday, 11 am — 8 pm
970.641.0403

16 miles west on Hwy. 50
www.thebluemesa.com

Elk Creek Marina, LLC is conces-
sionaire for Curecanti National
Recreation Area

continued from B1

More than five years ago,
Tassinong Farms opened in
Crested Butte South. Owner
Kate Haverkampf set out to
grow a constant supply of the
freshest vegetables possible.
That’s how she discovered the
retrofitted shipping containers
made by Freight Farms.

Freight Farms is a company
based out of Boston, Mass. They
have built more than 50 ship-
ping container farms through-
out the country. The company
up-cycles used shipping con-
tainers and converts them into
hydroponic gardens that can
deliver thousands of pounds
of fresh produce in both urban
and rural areas.

The shipping container farms
come equipped with plumbing,
electrical and climate control
hookups. They have the tubes
and the shelving and lights
in place and are ready to be
attached to water and electricity
hookups to begin growing.

An automated system mixes
the ideal ratio of nutrients to
water and moves the water
every two hours to all plants.
The system depends on wicking
strips that are pressed between
a mesh where the plants grow.

LEDs give the plants 18 hours

of light, which encourages them
to grow quickly. The six hours
of “rest” allows for workers in
the farm to plant seedlings and
harvest the crops to sell.

“Everybody went wild for that
(Tassinong Farms). It was so
fresh and so clean and so deli-
cious,” Conn said. “When sadly
she (Haverkampf) announced
she was closing Tassinong
Farms, there was a collective
sigh, “That’s too bad, we're real-
ly going to miss those greens.”

But it was an opportunity
for growth for Mountain Roots,
which has long searched for
creative solutions to the valley’s
notoriously short growing sea-
son.

The four shipping contain-
ers have since been transport-
ed from their original Crested
Butte South location to their
new home at South Main in
Gunnison.

While there’s no produce
growing quite yet, Conn said
the plan is to continue raising
money and seeking investors
as the shipping containers are
installed and hooked up to city
utilities.

Conn said each shipping con-
tainer will produce yields equal
to an acre worth of food.

But the big difference from

in-ground farming is that food
grown in shipping containers
uses significantly less land and
water.

“All of this will be grown on
five gallons of water a day,"
Conn said.

Like Tassinong, Mountain
Roots will focus on sustainable
growing practices, and making
sure operations are hyperlocal.
Keeping sales localized cuts
down on transportation costs
and emissions, all of which con-
tribute to environmental dam-
age, according to Conn.

Conn said the four shipping
containers will also provide a
unique learning opportunity for
Mountain Roots farmers.

“If we add this to their train-
ing, there will be more tools to
bring into the world, and that
has a ripple effect,” Conn said.
“It might or it might not be the
right technology for here, we
don’t know yet — we're experi-
menting.”

That’s the role of a nonprofit,
Conn said. “Either we’re bust-
ing the myth, giving our stamp
of approval or saying these are
the pros and cons.”

(Kate Gienapp can be con-
tacted at 970.641.1414 or kate@
gunnisontimes.com.)
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Come join us for three days of great trades and deals at the 6" Annual
Gunnison Gun Show and Expo. There will be reloading supplies, archery
equipment, fishing gear, collectibles, and a great selection of guns.

All Federal, State and Local Firearm and Accessory Opdinances and Laws must be otieyed. Security will e provided on sie.
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Open to the public

Friday July 23"¢ 4:00pm-8:00pm
Saturday July 24" 9:00am-5:00pm

Sunday July 25" 9:00am-2:00pm 2
5§01 East Tomichi, Gunnison, CO 81230

Vendors Reserve Your Spot - Al Tales are $45.00

R )

For more info: www.gunnisonco.gov/events or contact Andy at 970.641.0435 / aeﬂin@gq@iﬁonco.gav
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